The Hillbilly Moon Explosion: The Lowdown for Gearheads

For more general Information on The HME, check out their bandbio. Assuming you've already done that, this is what you might want to know if you're into the gear side of the business:

[image: image1.jpg]


- Guitars -

It should come as no surprise that the Hillbilly Moon Explosion won't go for Floyd-Rose locking tremolos and refrigerator-sized rack systems. The guitars incorporated on their debut disc "Introducing the Hillbilly Moon Explosion" are what they sound like: A bunch of old Gretsches, Fenders and Gibsons. Lead guitarist Patrick Geser plugged into two late-sixties Gretsch 6120s, a total of three '56 Gretsch Duo-Jets, two sixties Telecasters, a '62 Strat, a '56 Les Paul Junior, a '70s burnt (yes, burnt!) Les Paul Deluxe loaded with mini-humbuckers, a twin-P90 Junior built by Star Track studio tech Tom Etter and a sixties Rickenbacker 12-string. Uh … not all at once, eh? Interestingly enough, Patrick's main live ax, a leopardskin-covered late-sixties Tele, only made it onto a single song.

The amp setup and the miking, by contrast, remained the same throughout all five "Introducing…"-sessions. Three amps ran simultaneously: A Fender Bassman for the main sound, a Fender Super Reverb through a tube Echoplex for the slapback and a 15-Watt Fender Pro-Junior for distortion.

[image: image2.jpg]


In a live situation, Patrick uses the Echoplex, either the Bassman or the Super. Lately he's been using a Vox AC-30 or a little 20-Watt Marshall Combo from the sixties, depending on the size of the venue. Since the recordings, his main live guitars are a late-sixties 6120 and a '56 Duo-Jet.

Rhythm player Emanuela Hutter's setup is as straightforward as her playing: She plugs her main ax - a Fender Jag-Stang with a Duesenberg P-90 in the bridge position - straight into a Fender Vibroverb. "Its' sound has a soft edge to it. Like me." For the recordings, she also used her G & L ASAT.
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- Slap Bass -

Oliver's trusty double bass is an old East-German cheapo called Musima. "You'll find better-sounding basses acoustically, but amplified it's as good as it needs to be. And I'm not afraid of giving it severe punishment during live situations." Heavily hotrodded with a custom-built pickup system and black and yellow two-tone sunburst, the bass looks and sounds the part. Oliver's live amp is a Mesa/Boogie 400+, universally hated by band members and roadies alike for its weight.
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- Drums -

Luke plays an old Slingerland drum kit with calfskin heads. For recording, he used a smaller double-headed kick. Ample supplies of cigarettes and beer are a must.

- Tape Echo -

Bandleader-cum-producer Oliver Baroni is a self confessed "tape echo nutcase." Besides the Echoplex, a multitude of Roland Space Echoes, Echolettes and Dynachord echo units found their way onto the recording of "Introducing…". Oliver also insists on his Space Echo for lead vocals in live concerts.

website: www.hillbillymoon.com
e-mail: elvis@hillbillymoon.com
Contact: Caro Zürrer tel ++41-(0)79-614 91 93; e-mail: carozuerrer@freesurf.ch
Oliver & Emanuela ++41-(0)1-342 50 70

